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I should feel
my , and apcesso-
truth, if I did not rise to sus-
Sir, if this report were nol to go out to the
because I do not believe that that
would suifer in any conflict of vern-
city with the Senator from Massachuseits; but, es it will
‘abroad, where thay are not both equally known, and
‘accidental emineace here moy give
word than the position of the re«
gives to him, I feel it duo to that gen-
t and an honorable man, to say that
true, I paid special attention to what fell
of the SBenator from Massachuseits, and I
be never qualified that deninl. 1say, as the
, that those words which I shall read are
And, sir, a8 to what [ say, 1 eall upon the
Senator from Californis, (Mr. qu.z the Henator who
site near me, and who propounded the interrogatory, (Mr.
Buriee, ) the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr, Buipksy, ) who
also sits near me, and the Sepator from Texas, (Mr.
Busk,) who satolose by the Senator from Massachusetts,
1 appeal to all of them, honorable men, to state whether
that reporter’s own report was not correct, and the inter-
tion of the Benator from Massachusetts incorrect !
ir, this qualification of the Senator is a'precious after-
thought, hatched by many hourawof incubation.

Mr. BUMNER. What qualification?

Mr. CLAY, The qualification which I shall read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is not in order for the
Senator from Massachusstts, while sitting in his seat, to
i the Benator from Alabama.

: JLAY. Here is the gualification, The Benator
from South Carolina asked the Senator from Massachu-
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fulfil the obligation of his oath and maiotain and

t the Gmﬂm‘ln by 3mm:‘ ax. inho::fum.i;y to

its requirements, o fugitive slave.. Here is the real an-
gwer, and [ shall show what is the pretended answer. He
[  the Sepator ask me what I would do?”’ snd

nEw ¢ Ig thy servant a dog that he should do
thing ! , 8ir, what was the question propound-

ed? Whether he would maintain -the Constitution, whe-
ther he would folfil its provigions, if the fugitive slave
sct was repealed ? What was his reply? ¢ Does the Se-

- nator ask me what I wonld dof” *Is thy servant & dog
that he nlmﬁd dothis thing ?'"” What was the inference,

= ﬂﬁ-ﬁcﬂl&rﬂ the fugitive slave act ware repealed, he

the univ inference, of the Sepate from this denial?
, that he would violute the Constitution ; that he was
1o prove his desecration of this Senate chamber
with his tread and his pollution of the Holy Evangelists
with his lips by violating & solemn oath; that he was wil-
to commit moral pﬁry—s orime in the eyes of God
lugdhmrj le :llo: a3 . ohu: snd :l'!ill.fll‘ll“ ‘::.s a8 ﬁ:
ury which won viiited: rn.i J
g:wil.h branding of th' | wer “P" u @ hand
or forehend, That was 1 ' rence, the legitimate in-
ference. How does he eudenvor to shirk it? How does
* he endeavor to avoid the jnst und condign sentemoe of
-gondempation visited upon im uy overy honorsble mind
in this Benate? Why, sir, by guiug to that reporter nod
Aoisting into the report words which be never uttered,
materially qualifying his denisl. And what are those
words ! I will now read them to the Senate: * Does the
"Semator osk me what I would do?” was his language;
-and his ¥ , % ¢ Is thy servant adog that he sheuld
do this thing """ Here, though, is what he placed inthe
-report and says that he said: *‘Does the honorable Sena-
tor-ask me if I wounld personally join in sending a fellow-
‘man dmto bondage?” I say those words were never ut-
tered. I appeal to those honorable men who sat near
him to say wﬁ:ﬂ:u they were uttered. I do not believe
he can find snybody hers to sustain him, unless it be his
confrere and upiform supporter, (Mr. Cuasg,) who was
suggeating to him responses, and who sits near him. If
he esid it, he spoke it sub rosa—in & whisper. I would
rather believe, to make the best of it, thet it was one of
those mental reservations with which he took his oath;
bat I do mot even believe that there was any mental re-
servation. He did utter and he did mean what was charg-
ed by the Senators from South Carolinas, (Mr. BurLer,)
from Virginia, (Mr. Masox,) and from Indiana, (Mr. Per-
TiT;) but after he fonnd the indignation it invoked upon
his head, and heard the denunciations hurled at him from
every quarter, and saw the smile of scorn that played
upon every face, he shrunk from the words he uttered,
and endeavored to make an instrument of the reporter of
this body to shield him from the infamy which he deserved.
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President— . -

. Mr, QLAY. [Excuse me one moment. Iam notin the

habit of trespassing often on the Senate. Mr. President,

I could go on and show that there ia inirinsic evidence in
“this report to bustain the original report of the reporter;
ond what is it Why, sir, that, notwithstanding this qua-
liied depinl,.the Senator from South Carclina treated it
. a8 & positive denial of the Senator. from .Massachusctte
éth;t he would support the Constitution of the United
tes. Now, i,..Ef does any intelligent man believe, if
the Senator had qualified that'denial in the manuer in
which it appears now, that the Senator from South Caro-
lina wotild still have maintained that he refused to obey
his oath, that he had refused to sustain the Constitution?
Does any one believe that the Benator from Virginia (Mr.
Masox) would have repeated the ahugaf Does any one
believe that the Senator from Indisna (Mr. Prrrir) would
also bave repeated it? - Certainly mot. Then there is in-
trinsio evidence in the report itself that these words have
been interpolated, that they were not uttered.

Now, Mr. President, I have a few more words to say,
which I utter with great diffidence, and with the pro-
foundest defevence to older Senators on this floor. We
have no means of preventing these violations of the dig-
nity and proprieties of the Henate. ere is no penal
statute which can reach a vfn who only avows his wil-

lin, to commit a erime, Bat; let me ask, suppose o
pri gitizen, however wealghy and well born, however-
highly cultivated his mind, however great his talents or
rich his acquirements, should openly avow a readiness to

commit moral perjury; shonld day by day evince a dispo-

sition toinstigate other men to crime, which, from want

of personal courage, he did not dare perpetrate himself';

should daily encourage other men to violate the rights of

bis neighbors, to steal their property, to kidoap their

slaves, and to refuse to retorn them; should daily assail

the 'of bis neighbors by wanton, rude, and un-

-called-for assaults upon their characters, and when re-
buked for it in the harshest, most offensive, and oppro-

brious language, like the spaniel, should quietly submit
-or beg for quarter, but never repair the wrong or résent
the insult—a sneaking, sinuous, snake-like poltroon, who

would violate all the rights of associates or friends, and

never make or acknowledge his error, and who

held himself ble to all law, feeling the obliga-

tion neither cf the Divine law, nor of the law of the land,

nor of the law of honor; I ask you, how would such a

miscreant be treated ? Why, if you could not reach him

with the arm of the municipal law, if you could not send
ou would send him to Coventry.

exclude him LI the pale of society; you

would neither extend u;b‘l: the courtesies that
gentlemen, nor permit to
‘wonld-make him feel that he
and loathed like o filthy
render him as impotet for

are shown

of benignity. We have

P e R A ey
‘ we ¢annot 5

‘wo oannot disarm him. If we cannot check individaal

ﬂ-wmﬂ';f:pmdlhhhody. It wa

osonot restraia or prevent etornal warfare upon the
foelings and dml of Bouthern gentlemen, we may rob
the of his fangs. We can yze his influence
by ‘him in that nadir of degradation which
hemerits. Iam surprised, I 1 am surprised that
hh-'lu' men, but eclally men, should so

their lillh, of their constituents,
mﬁ'm to them ae well as. to themselves, as to

lend any countemance to such a character as I have

shall be done,

Constitation he will find it there written that & o
from service or labor * shall be delivered up.” If he re-
cofgnises no such obligation, I leave it to to ex-

the consistency between the oath which he has ta-
and the sentiments which he avows,  Sir, if there be
sny principle in the breast of the American citizen which
more than any other lies at the foundation of law, morals,
and socioty, it is his habitual observance and recoguition
of all the sacred obligations of o oath; and this uo'man
kuows better than the Senator himself, As s lawyer he
koows that the humblest citisens in the- courts of our
country daily recognise the sacred obligations of un onth;
and no mean knows botter than himeelf that if there bea
soeiety in this country which ndjures or does not recog-
nise this obligation, that society must ingvitably be re-
garded as dangerous to the peace of the Union.
Bir, can he rise in his place and say here that a Sena-
tor shall be permitted to make mental reservptions? Is
that the explanation? That he ig at liberty to exempt
bimself from those obligations which bind the humblest
citizen? Sir, without any disposition to allude to what
the Senator bas said elsewhere, I caunotbut recollect that
there was a gentleman in Boston who, upon a certain pub-
lic oceasion, spostrophised in this manner the President
of the United States who signed the fugitive slave law:
s There-are depths of infamy as there are heights of fame,
and better for had he never been born, better for his
posterity had he never lived, thau that he should have
signed suoh an act.” However vindictively and treason-
ably that may hove been said, it can more ‘l;rnpefly be
applied to the man who approaches such an altar as this
is, in such n presence ns this, and eny he does not recog-
nise, under the Constitution, his obligation to return or
deliver up fugitive slaves. I do not speak now in his in-
dividual capacity ss a citizen, but as a legislater, stand-
ing in these halls, to whom the American people look at
least for truth, if not for guidance.

Mr. SUMNER said: Mr, President, since I had the
honor of addressing the Senate two days ago various Sen-
ators hove spoken. Among these several have alluded
to me in terms clearly beyond the sanctions of '-Elrliu-
mentary debate. Of this I make no complaint, though,
for the honor of the Senate at least, it were well that it
wero otherwise. If to them it seems fit, courteous, par-
lismentary

#—— to unpack the heart with words,

And fall a cursing, like a very drab,

A ecuallion,” 4

I will not interfere with the e hich they find
in such exposure o wemﬂfm ave certsinly
given us a taste of their charaoters. Two of them, the
Senator from South Carolips, (Mr. Burier,) who sits im-
mediately before me, and the Senator from Virginia, (Mr.
Masox,) who sits immediately behind me, are not young,
Their heads are amply crowned by time. They did not
spenk from any ebullition of youth, but from the con-
firmed temper of age, Itis melancholy to believe that,
in this debate, they showed themselves as they are. It
were charitable to believe that they are in resliiy better
than they showed themselvee.

1 think, sir, that I am not the only person on this floor
who, in Intely listening to fhese two self-confident cham-
pions of the peculiar fanaticism of “the South, was re-
minded of the strik’'ng words by Jefferson, picturing the
influence of slavery, whére he says:

“ The whole ce between and slave is a per-
petual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most un-
remitting despotism on the one part and de submis-
sion on the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate
it; for man is an imitative snimal. The parent storms, the
ehild looks on, catches the linenments of wrath, puts on the
eampo airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gi es loose to his
worst passions, and, thus nursed, educated, and daily exer-
dised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped iur it with odious
peculinrities. The man must be a prodigy who can relain
his manners and morals undepraved by such circumstances,”

Nobody who witnessed the Senator from Bouth Caro-
lina or the Benator from Virginia in this debate will place
either of them among the ‘‘prodigies” described by Jef-
ferson. As they spoke, the Senate chamber must have
seemed, in the characteristio fantasy of the moment, a
plantatfon well stocked with slaves, over which the lash
of the overseer had free swing. 8ir, it gives me no plea-
sure to say these things. It is not according to my na-
tore. Dear witness that I do it only in just seil-defence
against the unprecedented provocations of this debate,
If Senntors expect, by any ardor of menage or by any
tyraanical frown, to shake my fixed resolve, they expect
& vain thing,

There was perhaps little that fell-from these two cham-
pions, os the fit was on, which deserves reply. Certainly
not the hard words they used so rendily and congenially.
The veteran Senator from Virginia (Mr. Masow) com-
plained that I had characterized one of his ** conetituents,”
a person who went all the way from Virginia to Boston in
pursuit of a slave, as a slave-hanter. Sir, I ochoose to oall
thiogs by their right names. White I call white, and
blncE.I call black. And where a person- degrades him.
self to the work of chasing a fellow-maun who, under the
inspiration of freedom and the guidance of the north star,
has sought o freeman’s home far away from the coffle and
the chain, that n, whomsoever-he may be, I call &
slave-hunter. the Senator from Virginia, who pro-
fesses nicety of speech, will give me any term which more

%:Nlld. y describes such o person, I will use it. Until
then T shall continue to use tha langua,

aoter, shows o shame in which I exult. It was said by
one of the philosophers of antiquity that the blush is a
gign of virtue ; snd permit me to sdd that, in this riolent
sensibility, I recognise a blush mantling the chesk of
the Senator which even his plantation manners cannot
conceal.

And the venerable Senator from SBoath Carolina, too,
(Mr, ButiEr,) he has betrayed his senaibi!f:f. Here let
me say that this Senator knows well that I always listen
with peculiar pleasure to his racy and exnberant speech,
a8 it gurgles forth—sometimes tinctured by generous
ideas—except when, forgetful of history and in defiance
of reason, he undertakes to defend that whichis obviously
indefensible. The Senator was disturbed when to his in-
quiry, personally, pointedly, and vehemently addressed to
me, whether I would join in returning a fellow-man to
slavery, I exclaimed, ** Is thy servanta 50
do this thing 1" In fitful phrases, which seemed to come

m the unconceious excitement g0 common with the Se-
nator, he shot forth yarions remarks about ¢ dogs;"” and,
among other things, asked if there was any ‘‘dog” in the
Constitution ? The Senator did not seem to bear in mind,
n the heady currents of that moment, that, by the filse
interpretation he has given to the Constitution, he has
helped to nurture there a whole kennel of Carolina blood-
hounds, trained, with savage jaws and inexorable scent;
for the hunt of flying bondmen. No, sir. I do not be-
lieve that there is any
“ﬂ “dog" in the Constitution of the United States.

at, Mr. President, since the brief response which I

made to the inquiry of the SBenator, and which leaped
unconsciously to my lips, has dnwn‘npan me various at-
tacks, all marked by grossness of language and manner;
since I have been with openly declaring my pur-
pose to violate the Constitation and to break the oath
which I have taken at that d 1 shall be pardoned for
showing simply how a few plain words will put all this
down. The authentic report in the (lobe shows what
was actually said ; the report in the Senmtinel is sub-
stantially the same; and one of the New York
which has been put into my hands since I en the
Senate chamber to-dsy, underits telegraphic head, states
the incident with substantial accuracy, though it omits
the personal individusl addressed to me by the

Benator, and which is in the Globe. To any
mﬂ'mm dither of fhows deperin readhn suy thike
farther su

swift in m tation deserve to be exposed, and it

Now, sit, I begin by adopting as my giilda the authorl-
tative words of wa‘::olnl. in M} memdbiible veto,
in 1832, of the Bankof the United Btates. To hie sonurse,
at that oritical time, were '::rpnul the authority of the
Suprome_Court and his lo support the Constitufion.
Herg is his trilumphant reply : _ )
“ If the on of the Supreme Court covers the whole
d of act, It owght not to contrel the co-ordinate au-
orities of this @overnmsont. The warln, the-Executive,
and the Court must each for itself be ed by ita own opinion
of the Constitution. Each pablic who takes an oath to
support the Conatitution meears_that ke will support it as he un-
derstande it, and not as it in wnderstood by others. Tt is as
much the duty of the House of ves, of the Senale,
and of the President to declde upon the constitationality of
any bill or resolution i:hii:hd be presented to thtbm n;r
or ly B Ll L] when it
o SRRy o e o G T
ority of the me must @ permit-
ted to control the or the In.:::llira, :Tu u'i::g in
their legisla‘ive tied, but to have only such influenco na
the force of their reasoning may deserve,”
Mark these words, and let them siok into your minds.
« Bach publio officer who takes an oath to support the
Constitution %swears that he will support it as L under-
stands it, snd nct as it is undqurby others.” Yes,
sir, A8 ME UXDERSTANDS IT, and not as il is understood by
others, Does any Senator here dissent from this rule?
Does the Senator from inin? Does the Senator from
South Carolina? [Here Mr. SBumwkr paused, but there
was no reply.] At all events, I accept the rule as just
and ¢ ; in harmony, too, let me nssert, with that
passive obedience and

which scorns the dogma

which seems to | this is not all. |
me so-apt. But this very sensibility of the veteran Se-
nator at a just term, which truly depicts an odious char-

, that he should "

“ kennel of blood-hounds™” or even

¥
the whole clauze out of existensdpexcept as a provisio
for the return of persens agtually bound by u.fm.l con-
tract, bat on which I now express no opinion ; assuming,
I gay, this interpretation, so hostile to freedom snd de-
atory te the members of the Federal convention, who

solemnly declared that they would not yield any sanction
to slavery, or udmit into thlo Constitution the ides of

roperty in man; sssuming, I repeat, an interpretation
l;hich u’tery principle of the ¢common law, chimgé‘ by our
fathers as their birthright, must disown ; admitting, for
the moment only, and with shame, that the Constitution
of the United States has any words which, in any le;
intendment, can constrain ve slaves, then 1d

not impose upon we, ns & Benator or citizen ob-
Tgutie 4o (abapast, tiateily o indirectly, fa the vemin
der-of a fugitive slave. L
Sir, a8 a Senator, I have taken at your desk the oath to
support the Constitution, os / understand it. And, under-
etandiog it as I do, I aw bound by that oath, Mr. Presi-
dent, to oppose all enactments by Congress on the subject
of fugitive slaves as a flagrant violation of the Constitu-
tion; especially must 1 oppose the last act as a tyranniocal
usurpation, kindred in character to the stamp act, which
our fathers indignantly refused to obey.
Here my duties under the cadh which I have taken as
o Senator end. There is nothing beyond. They are all
absdrbed in the constant, iuflexible, righteous’ obligation
to oppose every exercise by Congress of any power over
the subject. In no respect, by that oath, can I be con-
strai to duties in other capacities, or as a simple citizen,
especially when revolting to my econscience. Now, in
this interpretation of the Constitution I may be wrong;
others may differ from me ; the Senutor from Virginia

respective understandi
e:lrdlng to.mive. On . o
stitutional obligations I s as upon a rock, to t]
inquiry, in whatover form, addressed to my personal re-
sponsibility, whether I would aid, directly or indireotly,
in reducing or surrendering a fellow-man to bondage, I
a}ﬂym _n.g‘a.if, “Is thy servant a dog, that he should do

8 thing " .

And, #ir, looking around upon this Senate, I might sk,
fearlessly, how many there are, even in this body, if
indeed there be n single Senator, who would stoop toany
such service ! Until some one rises and
his willinguess to bpcome a slave-huntér I will not be-
lieve that there can be one. [Here Mr. SuMnER
but nobody rose.] Aund yet honorable and
Senators have rushed headlong to demounce me becnuse
1 openly declared my repudiation of a service at which
every manly bosom must revolt!

¢ Bire, I have found in Bayonne brave soldiers and
good citizens, but riot one executioner,” was the noble reply
of the Governor of that place to Charles IX. of Franoce,
after the royal ediet for the massacre of St. Bartholomew ;
and such a spirit I trust will yet animate the pao,p!s of
this country when pressed to the sorvice of ¢ dogs!”

To that other question which has been proposed, whe-
ther Massachusetts, by State laws, will carry out the of-
fensive clause in the Constitution, according to the un-
derstanding of the venerable Senator from South Carolina,
I reply that Massachusetts at all times has been ready to
do her duty under the Constitution as she understands it,
and I doubt not will ever continue of this mind. More
than this I cannot siy.

In quitting this topic I cnnnot forbear to remark that
the assault on me for my disclaimer of all constitutional
obligation resting upon me ns n Senator or citizen-to aid
in making a man a slave, or in surrendering him to slave-
ry, comes with an ill-grace from the veteran Senator
from Virginia, & State which, by its far-fumed resolutions
of 1798, nssumed to determine its comstitutional obliga-
tipns even to the extent of openly declaring two different
ncta of Congress null and void; and it comes also with
an ill-grace from the venerable Senator from South Caro-
lina, n State which in latter days has arrayed itself open-
ly against the Federal authorities, nnd which threatens
nullifieation as often as babies cry. ’

Surely the Senator fran South Carolins, with his silver-
white locks, would have hesitated to lead this aseanlt upon
me had he not for the moment been entirely oblivieus of
| the history of the State which he represente. Not many
| yenrs have passed since anipéidentoccurred at Charleston,
{in South Carolina—notat Boston, in Massachusetts—which
| pught to be remembered. The postmaster of that place,
i acting under a controlling public opinion there, informed

the head of his Department at Washington that he bad
! determined to auy'fureal all aaﬁ-ahmy_;uhlluuau, and
[ r}qv};lhﬂ instructions for the future. Thus, in violation
| of the
' South Carolina smiled approbation of the outrage. But
Postmaster General, Mr. Kendall,
| after prudently Allaging that, ns ke had not seen the pa-
pers.in question, he could not give an opinfon of their
character, procceded to say
! thot they were incendiary, inflammatory, and insurrec-
! tionary, nnd then announced—

“ By no act or direction of mine, official or private, conld I
be induced to aid knowingly in giving eirculation to papers
of this deseriptior, direotly or in 1“:53'. We oiwe en obliga-
tlow fo the laws, but & higher one to the pommunities in which
we live; god if the former be perverted to destroy the latter
| it & patriotism to disregard them. Eutertaining these views, I
| ct;kunnt sanction sad will not-condemn the step you have
| taken.” o -

Buch was the approving response of the National Goy-
ernment to the postmaster of Charleston, when for the
sake of slavery, and without any constitutional soruple,
he set himsell nst an acknowledged lnw of the land.
Yet the Senator from South Carolina now presumes to
denounce me, when, for the sake of freedom, and in the
honest interpretaticn of my constitutional obligations, I
decline an offensive service, -
- But there is dnother incident in the history of South
Carolina which, as a loyal son of Massachusetts, 1 cannot
forget, ond which rises now in judgment against the ven-
erable Senator. Massachusetts had commissioned a dis-
tinguished gentleman, of blameless life and eminent pro-
fessionnl qualities, who served with honor in the other
House, (Hon. Samuel Hosr,) to reside at Charleston for
o brief period, in order to guard the cights of her free
ocolored citizens, assailed on arrival there by an inhospit-
able statute, 8o gross in its provisions that an eminent
character of South Carolina, a Judge of the Bupreme
Court of the United States, Hon. Willi Johunson, had
characterized it ns *¢ mtlilh‘ on the Constitution,” and
«gn direct attack upon the sovereignty of the United
States.” Massachusetts had read in the Constitution a
clause closely associsted with that touching * fugitives
from labor,” to the following effect: *‘ The citizens df
ench State shall be entitled to all privileges and immuni-
ties of citizens in the several States,” and supposed that
this would yet be recognised by South Carolina. Butshe
wns mistaken. Her venerable representative, an nnarmed
old man, with hair as silver-white slmost as that of the
Bmtorl hefowb me, mhgerlﬂ in Charleston : “ re-
spectable’” mob, preven rom entering
agd driven from the State, while the In‘l:r:‘m lm
in to sanction this shameless, lawless act by placing on
the statute book an order for his expulsion. An:xnt, sir,
the excitablo Senator from South Carolina is fi N'{ the
foncied delinquencies of Massachusetts towards
bunters, and also by my own refusal to render them
#epid or comfort;” he showers questions in volleys, as-
sumes to measure our duties by his understanding, g
lates & lecture nt Massachusetts and mysell. 8ir,
ford that vemerable Senator does this let him
#mn to his own State, seamed all over with the rents jeft
v nullification, and first leoture there. Let him look into
own heart, and Jectuge to himself.
for the ﬂ'u-nt on this head of the extent
tutionsl obligations to become o slave-hunter.
however, yot other things in the assault of the
venersble Senator which, for the sake of trath, in just de-
fence of Massachusetts, and in honor of freedom, not
be left unsnswered. Alluding to those days when Mas-
sachusetts was illustrated by Otis, Hancock, sud ' the
brace of Adsmses ;" when Paneuil Hsll sent forth echoes
of liberty which wesounded even to South Carolina, snd
the very stones in the streets of Boston rose in mutiny
aguinst tyranny, tise Senator with the silver.white locks,
a [ slavery, broke forth in lben?:nb-
tion that Massachus 'tts was then * slaveholding ; lﬂo‘}
he presumed to hail .these patriots ki~ e
“ hardy, slaveholding’ Massachusetts. Y ‘rlptl‘ e
imputation. It is trne that Massachusetts was hardy,
but she was not, in any , just sense, “claveholding;

Tnot have been * bardy.”
had she been so she coule n:“d‘mt a8 weakness and

_bealth, I had almost said

For myself, I shall act ac-
vstatement. of my con-

nor did it ever provail there at "0y time, evenin eary
\ to be a distinotive fea-
colonial to such a degree as " N % TN o wete

fact, their issue was sometimes held 1 ™ A
never m':mmmuh;. ".”I“'L‘:';:?"‘
mmmwm‘ e v etds 1% wve on the
of Massachuaetts. This of Iteelf is a respon, ™ *© B

-

Now, [ will not time, nor am I 50
I.Nllll.ml, m’zu:..du nqdnll‘.!i*ﬂ- 00
o

my, that, as I undergtand the Constitution, this elause |

may differ from me, and the Senator from South Carolina | % -ﬁ..,;;':;:;:f,“,:;{';‘f::;g BE Xerkipna Rhdlec
oleo ; and will, each and ull, act according to their i.'n? endence, Massachusetts, animated by the struggles

ly confesses L

laws of the land, the very mails were rifled, and |

that he had been informed

fusely dealt in it. I allude now only to asingle occasion.

brought home two negroes seised on the
i Thus spoke 8 -
| th
Al S
! 1 | A ” -,
;.; ; ! lnd‘ofcl a law rﬂcfnmu'mjm%

belouging to we to kare to do in wwek eile on
b canduct, justly abho-ved of abl
rder j the negro interpreter, q:iﬁ ©
::{"_. by the first opportanity, st the.
¥» for (he prosent, sent to his native country of
, And a lottor with him of the indignation of the Court

jut and justice thereof.”

’

el s,
e ul'*:rnu}"
of the

he Colony that could issue this noble decree was in.
conpistent with itsell when it allowed its rocky face to be
prepsed by the footsteps of a single slave. But a righteous
puplio opinion early and constautly set its face against
lafery. Ascarly us 1701 a vote was entered upon the
redords of Doston to the following effect: ** The Repre-
atives are desired to promote the encouraging the
ing of white servants, and (o put a period {o negroes

g sbaves.'  Perhaps, in all history, this is the earliest

$tin from any official bod against negro slavery,
] Lthaok God that it cume from Boston, my native
. In 1705 & heavy duty wes imposed upon every

gro imported into the province ; in 1712 the importation
: ﬂ 8 04 servants or slaves was strictly forbidden ;
gt the gl@ml sabject of slavery attracted little atten-

beginning of the controversy which ended in

evolution, when the rightsof the blacks were blend-

J by all true patriots with those of the wisites, Bparing
unnecessary details, unﬁaautauythst,uur!t{u
1769, one of the courts of Massachusetts, anticipating,
by 88 years, the renowned judgment in Bomersett's
8, established within its jurisdiction the principle of
puancipgsion, and, under its touch of magic power,
changed o slave into o freeman, Similar decisions fol-
in other places. In 1776 the whole number of
both free and slave, sprinkled thinly over ¢ hardy” -
Massachusotts, was five thousand two hundred and forty-
nine, being to the whites as one is to sixty-five; while in
{*glavebolding’” South Carolina the number of negro
plaves st that time wans not far from one hundred thou-
hliu&‘nnrlg .one slgve for every free man, thus
g that Colony sny thing but ¢ hardy.” At last,

of ty volution and filled by the sentiments of free-

dn front of her Bill of Rights the emphatic

_4'all.men, are born fres and equal,” and by

this ration exterminated every vestige of slavery
withia her borders. All hail, then, to Massachusetts, the
just and generous Commonwealth in whose behalf I have

the hopor to speak |

Thus, sir, does the venerable Senator err when he pre-
sumes to vouch Massachusetts for slavery, aud to asso-
ciate this odions iustitution with the names of her great

triots, - N

Mr. ROCEWBLL. Will my honorable colleague ailow
me fo send to the Chair and have read, in connexion with
resent remarks, s passage from Graham's History of
nited States? :

Mr. SUMNER. I do not know the passage to which
my collesgue refers, but I welcome any interruption from
him.

The Szengrany read as follows:

“ Among other subjects of dispute with the British Govern-
ment and its officers was one more creditablo to Massachu-
getts than even her magnnnimous concern for the liberty of
her citisens and their fellow-colonists. Negro slavery still
eubsisted in every one of the American provinces, and the
unhappy victime of this yoke were rapidly multiplied by the
progressive oxtension of the slave trade, Georgia, the young-
est of all the Btates, contained already fourteen thousand ne-
groes; and in the course of the present yenr alone more than
eix thousand were imported into South Carolina. In New
England the number of slaves was very insignificant, and
their treatment so mild and humane as in some measre to
vail from the public eye the imiquity of their bondage. But
the recent disoussions with regard to liberty dnd the rights of
human pature were oalculated to nwaken in generous minds
n juster impression of negro slavery; and, during the latter
port of Governor Bernard’s administration, a bill Erohlhimr;
of all traffic In negroes was possed by the Mazsachusetts As-
pembly. Dernard, however, in conformity with his instruc.
tions from the Crown, refused to nffirm this law; and thus
opposed-himself to the virtue as well as to the liberty of the
people whom he governed.

“QOn three subsequent oceasions laws abolishing the slave
trade were passed by the same Assembly during Hutchinson's
administration; but all were in like manner negatived by the
Governor. And yet it was at this very period, when Dritain
permitted hor merchants snnually to mako slaves of more
than fifty thousand men, and refused to permit her colonies
to decline a participation in (his injustice, that her prators,

oots, and statesmen loudly celebrate ths®generosity of Eng-
ish virtue in suffering no slaves to exist on English ground,
and the transeendent equity of her judieial tribunals in libe-
rating one negro who had been carried there. Though Mas-
pachusetts was thus prevented from abolishing the slave trade,
the relative discussiune that took place were by no meansun-
produotive of good. A great amelioration hecame visible in
the condition of all the negroes in the province; and most of
the proprietors gave liberty to their slaves. This just action—
for such and such only itdeserves to be termed—has obtained
hitherto scarcely any notice from mankind, while the subse-
quent and similar conduet of the Quakers in Pennsylvania
has been colebrated with warmth and gencral encomlom. So
capridions is the distribution of fume, and #0 much advaniage
does the roputation of virtue derive from allisnce with secta-
Aarian spirit and interest.”

Mr. SUMNER. I am obliged to my &lleagne, The
extract is in substantial conformity with clear historic
truth, which the Senator from South Carolinsa, in one of
his oratorical efiluxes, has impeached. But the venera-
ble Senator errs yet more, if possible, when he attributes
to < slaveholding” enmmunitres s leading part in those
contributions of arms and treasure by which independence
was secured. ITere are his exact words, as I find them
in the Globe, revised by himuself:

¢ Sir, when blood was' shed upon the plains of Lexirgton
and Concord, in an issne made by Bosten, to whom wns an
appeal made, and from whow was it answered? The answer
4s found in the ncta of elaveholding Btates—aniniis opibusque
parati. Yes, sir, the indepsndence of America, to maintain
republican liberty, was won by the arms and ireasure, by the
patriotism and good faith of slavebolding communities.”

Mark the language, sir, as emphasized by himself.
Burely the Benator, with his silver-white locks, all fresh
from the outrage of the Nebraska bill, cannot stand here
and proclaim ““the good faith of slaveholding communi-
ties” exceptin iromy. Yes, sir, in irony. And let me
add that when this Senator presumes to say that Ameri-
can independence ‘‘ was won by the arms and treasure of
slaveholding communities,”” attributiag to this element
any influence deserving praise and not condemnation, he
speaks either in irony or in ignorance.

The question which the veteran Senator from South
Carolina here opens by his vaunt I have no desire to
disouss ; but, since it is presented, I confront it st once.
This is not the first time, daring my brief service here,
that this Senator has sought on this floor to provoke a
comparison between slaveholding communities and the
froe States.

Mr. BUTLER, (from his ®eat.) You cannot quote a

le instance in which I have done it. 1 have always
said I thought it was in bad taste, and I have neverat-
tempted it. :

Mr. SUMNER. I begthe Senator’s pardon. I always
listen to him, and I know whereof I affirm. He has pro-

In his speech on the Nebraska bill, ranning through two
days, it wasone of his commonplaces. Inthat he openly
nted a contrast between the free States and “slave-
olding communities” in ocertain essentinl features of
oivilization, and directod shafts at Massachusetts, which

ealled to his feet my distingunished colleague at that time,
(Mr. EvERETr,) which more than once compelled me
to take the floor. And now, sir, the venerable Senator,

not rising from his seat and standing openly before the
Benate, ventures . to deny that he has dealt im such com-
parisoms. -
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator allow me !
Mr. SUMNER. Certainly; I yield the floor to the
Mr. BUTLER. Whenever that speech is read—and 1
wish the Senator had read it before he commented on it
with & good deal of rhetorical enthusiasm—it will be
found that T was particular not to wound the feelings of
the Northern people who were o:ﬁnpalhi':lng with us in
the t movement to remove odious distinctions. I was
to say nothing that would provoke invidious com-
parisons ; and when that speech is read, notwithstanding
the vehement nssertion of the honorable Senator, he will
find that when I quoted the laws of Massachusetts, par-
ticularly one act which I termed the (ofies g:ﬂw mi..hla
which every ‘1"" whipped every time he came
Massachusetts, I quoted thun whhe?viw to show not a
contrast between South Carolina and Massachugsetts, but
toshow that, in the whole of this country, from the be.
time—even in my own State; I made no
on had undergone s change, and
undergone the same change in Massachusetts,
time they did not regard thia institution of
the sam# odium that they do at this time.
purpose; and I challenge the Senator as
of fairness to look at it and see if it is not so.
Has the Senator done ?
but lh!

I may not be done presently;
Will the Senator refer to his own
admits that, under the guise of an ar-

draw attention to what he evidently re-
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arrow at Massachusetts. It is he, then, who is the offen-
der. For myself, sir, I understand

Senators from slaveholding communities, and would not
wound them by a superfluous word. Of slavery I spesk
strongly, as [ must; but thus far, even at the expense of
my asrgument, | bave avoided the contrasts, founded on
details of figures and fagts, which are so so obvlous be-
tween the free States and **glavebolding communities ;"
espesially have I shunoed all allogion to Bouth Carolina.

bas entrusted its interests -here, will not sllow me to bey

archives of the country furnish such ample and undoabt-
od materials for its refutation.
parative contributions of men by different Btates and
sections of the country in the war of the Revolution was

On this occasion Fisher Ames, a representative from Mas-

 of the Southern States and that of the Northern States.

the sensibilities of

But the venerable Senator, to whose discretion thit State

still,

God foPsid that I should do injustice to South Cdroli-
oa. I know well the gallantry of many of her sons, I
koow the response which she made to the appeal of Bos-
ton for union agninst the stamp act, the fugitive slave
Aot of that day, by the pen of Christopher Gadsden.
Ang I remember with sorrow that this patriot was oblig-
ed to confesy at the time her *‘ weakness in having such
& number of slaves,” though it is to his eredit that he
recoguised slavery as a ‘‘crime.” (Bancroft's History
of the United States, vol. 5, p. 426.) 1 have no plea-
sure in dwelling on the humiliations of South Carolina.
I do mot desire to expose her sores. I would mot lay
bare her nakedness. Bat the Senator, im his vaunsfor
“ glaveholding communities,” has made a claim for slave-
ry which is so inconsistent with history, and so derogn-
tory to freedom, that I caunnot sllow it to pass unsn-

wered. .

This, sir, is not the first time, even during my little
experience here, that the same claim has been made on
thi# fioor ; and this seems more astonisbing because the

The question of the com-

brought forward as early as 1790, in the first Congress
under the Constitution, in the animated and protracted
debate on the sssumption of Stute debts by the Union.

sachusetts, memorablé for his classic eloquence, moved
for a coll upon the War Department for the number of
men furnished by each Btate to the revolutionary armies.
This motion, though vehemently opposed, was carried by
a small majority. Bhortly afterwards the answer to the
oall was received from the Department, at that time on-
der the charge of Gen. Knex. This answer, which is
one of the documents of our history, placesbeyond cavil
c;lr arig.iaihm the exact contribution in arms of each State.
ere itis:

Statement of the number of troops and militia furniched by

war from 1775 (2 1783, inclusive :
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New Humpshire.... 12,498 2,003 14,508) 8,700
Massachusette...... | 67,987 15,15% . 83,002 9,500
< | Rhode Island...... 5908 4284 10,192 1,600
& | Connectiont........ [ a20n8| 75920 89,881 3000
£ ! New Yorku...ocowse: | 17,7810 8,312 21,003 8,750
5 | Pennsyivania.......| 25,608 7.357] 52,963 2,000
% | New Jersoy..oooo..] 10,737/ 6,058 16,782 2,600
L Totalonsiosoeenene) 172,496) 48,048 218,558 80,050
"I — T ; - —-I e e e e a———
( Delaware . 2.3.41! 3'm| 2,703 1,000
Maryland 13,012 5,484| 19,370 4,000
£ | Vicginin......... 26,672) 4163 30,836 21,880
2 | North Carolina. r| 7,363, 2,710 2,980 12,000
% | South Carolina.,..., 5,608 ........... 5,508 28,000
2 | Georgia wueneniinns E.GTQI ........... 3,672 9,030
Total oo nnes] 58,421 12,7191 71,1800 76,810

It ehould be understood that, at this time, there was
but little difference in numbers between the population

By the census of 1700 the Southern had a population of
1,956,854 ; the Northern had a 'population of 1,968,455,
But potwithstanding this comparative equality of popu-
Iation in the two weections, the North furnished vastly
more men than the Bouth. /

Of ¢ontinental troops, the Southern States farnished
58,421 ; the Northern furnished 172,496 ; making about
three men furnished to the continental army by the North-
ern States to one from the Southern.

Of militis, whose services are authenticated by the
War Office, the Southern States furnished 12,719 ; the
Northern furnished 46,048 ; making nearly four men fur-
nished to the militia by the Northern States to one from
the Southern. s :

Of militia, whose services were not authenticated by
the War Office, but are set down in the return as conjec-
tural only, we bave 76,810 furnished by the Southern
Btates, and 30,950 furnished by the Northern; making,
under this head, more than two men fornished by the
.Southern to one from the Northern. The chief services
of the Bouthern States, it will be observed with o smile,
were eonjectural only !

Looking, however, at the sum total of continental
troops, authenticated militia and conjectural militia, we
have 147,940 furnished by the Southern States, while
249,502 were furnished by ghe Northern ; making 100,000
men furnished to the war by the Northern more than the
Seuthern. P

Dut the disparity swells when we directlycompare South
Carolina and Massachusetts.' Of continental troops, an
nuthenticated militis and conjectural militia, South Ca-
rolina furnished 28,508, while Massachusetts furnished
02,692 ; making in the latter sum total nearly three men
for one furnished by South Carolina. Look, however, at
the continental troopsand the authenticated’ militia fur-
nished by the two States, and here you will find only
5,608 furnished by South Carolins, while 83,002 were
furnished by Massachusetts, being sizleen limes miore than
by South Carolina, and much more than by all the Southern
States together. Here are facts and figures of which the
Senator ought not to be ignorant. i
Did the occasion require, I might go further and mi-
nutely portray the imbecility of the Sonthern Btates, and
particularly of South Carolina, in the war of the Revolu-
tion, as compared with the Northern States. This isa
sad chapter of history, upon which I unwillingly dwell.
Faithful annals record that, as early as I778, the six
South Carolina regiments, composing, with the Georgia
regiment, the regular force of the Southern department,
did not in the whole muster above eight hundred men;
nor was it possible to fill up their ranks. Duaring the suc-
ceeding year the Governor.of South Carolina, pressed by
the Dritish forces, offered to stipulate the neutrality of
his State during the war, leaving it to be decided at the
peace to whom if should belong—a premonitory symptom
of thesecession proposed in our own day ! At last, after
the fatal field of C no organized American force
way left in this regi e Southern States, animis
opibusque parati, e vaunt of the Senator,
had not a single field. Daring all this pe-
riod the men of M S were serving their country,
not at home, but away Tfom their own borders; for, from
the time of the declaration of independence, Mussachu-
setts never saw the smoke of an enemy's camp.

At last, by the military genius and remarkable exer-
tions of Gen. Greene, a Northern man, who nssumed the
command of the Southern army, South Carolina was res-
cued from the British power. Dut the trials of this suc-
cessful leader reveal, in a striking manner, the weakness
of the ¢ slaveholding " State which he saved. Some of
these are graphically prosented in his letters. Writing
to Gow Reed, of Pennsylvania, under date of 8d Moy,
1781, he says:

“ Those whose truo interest it was to have informed Con-
gress and the people to the northward of the real state of
things have joined in the deception, and magnified the strength
and resorurces of this country infinitely above their ability. Many
of those who adhere to onr party are so fond of pleasura that
they cannot think of making the neceasary ces to sap-
port the Revolution. There are many good and virtuous peo-
ple to the southward ; but they cannot animate the inhabitants
in gencral as you can to the northward.” —Gordon's History
of Ameriean Revolution, vol. 4, page 87.

Writing to Col. Davies, under date of 23d May, 1781,
he exposes the actual condition of the country :

# The animosity betweon the Whigs and Tories of this State
renders their situation truly deplorable. Thers is not a day
passes but there are more or less who fall a sacrifice to this
savage disposition. The Whigs seem determined to extirpate
tho Tories and the Tories the Whigs. Some thousands have
fallen in this way in this quarter, aud the evil rages with
more violence than ever. If & sht.mol be soon put to
theso massacres the country will depopulsted in o few
months more, as neither Whig nor Tory can live.”

To Lafayette, Gen. Greene, under date of 29th Decem-
ber, 1780, describes the weakness of his troopa:

“Tt is now within a few days of the time you mentioned
of being with mé. Were you to arrive you would find a few
ragged, half-starved troops in the wilderness, destitute of
every thing nmesessary for cither the comfort or convenience
of soldiers,” ® *® * “The country is almost lnid waste,
and the inhabitants plunder one another with little less than
savage fury. We live from hand to mouth, and have nothing
to subsist on but what we colleot with armed parties. In this
situation I believe you will agree with me there is nothing
inviting this way, ¢#pocially when I assure you our whole
foros fit for duly that are properly clothed and properly equip-
ped does not amount to eight bundred men."—Johneon's Life
of Gireene, vol. 1, p. 340, .

Writing to Mr. Varnum, a member of Congress, he

says:

*“There is a great t of enterprise prevailing among the
militin of these lml Btates, m!:?lly wlusa the vghr
teors. But their mode of to war is so destructive that
folly in worid to trust the liberties of &
- defence."—Johneon's Life of

oan be moreaunthentic uu-zl:uu&hu;

and by

the several States for the support of the Revolulionary !

Revolution in that State, published fa 1 o short

as they were born, excepting & small strip of eloth about their
waists, nod thoy were nearly as destitute of mest as of cloth-
ing."— Vol 2, p. 258,

The military weakness of this **slavebolding commu.
nity" is too apparent. Lesrn now its ococasion; and then

g

join with me in amazement that s Senator from South Ca~

rolina should attribate our independence to thing
“glaveholding,” The records of the my-:;zmh
voices all disown his suggestion. The State of South C:

rolins, by authentic history, disowns it. Listen, if yc

ou
please, to peculiar and decisive testimony, under date of

March 29, 1779, from the Secret Jourual of the Continen-

tal Congress :

“The committeo appointed to take into consideration the

eircvumataaces of the Southern States, and the ways snd means
fur their safoty and defence, report that the State of South

Carolina du.s represeated by the delegates of the said State,
r. Huger, who bas come here at the request of the
Governor of tha said State, on purpose to explain "
stances thereof) 13 UNAELE to make any effectual with
militia, by reason of the great proportion of eitisens necessary
to remain at home to prevent usarrection the magrocs,
and to prevent the desertion of them to the onemy. That the
state of the country, and the great number of these peopls
among them, expose the inhabitants to great danger, from
the endeavors of the enemy to cxoite tiem to revoll or de-
sert."— Vol 1, p. 105,
Here is South Carolina secretly ‘disclosing her military
weakoess and its occasion; thus disowning, in advance,
the vaunt of her Senator, who finds strength and gratu-
lation in slavery rather thsn in freedom. It was during
the war thet she thus shrived herself, on her knees, in
the confessional of the Continentsl Congress. DBut the
same important sdmission was made in debate, on the
floor of Congress, 30th March, 1790, some time after
the war, by Mr. Burke, a Reprecentative from South
Carolina : .
“There is not a gentleman on the floor who is & strangor to
the feeble situation of our Btate whem we entered into the
war to oppoge the British power. We were not only withous
money, without an avmy or military stores, but we were foew in
number, and likely to be entanglod with our domestic, incase the
enemy invaded ul'."—.d.u_al’ of Congress, 1789, 1701, volume 2,
puge 1484,
Similar testimony to the weakness engendered by
slavery was also borne by Mr. Madison in debate iz
Congress: :
“Every addition they [Georgis and South Carolins] re-
ceive to their numbor uf slaves fends &a thom, and ress
dee them leas capable of self-defenee,”—Annals of Congress,vole
1, page $40. f - "

The historian of South Carelina, Dr. Ramsay, a con-
temporary observer of the very scences which he describes,
exposges this weakness : 7
“The forces nnder the command of @en. Provost marched
through the richest gettlements of the State, where are the
fewest white inhabitauts in proportion to the number of slaves.
The hapless Africans, uh’urerr with the hape of froedam, forscels
their uwners, and repaired in great numbers to the royal
army. They endeavored to recommend themselves to their
new masters by discovering where their owners had coneeal-
ed their property, and were nssisting in earrying “off.,"—
History of South Carolina, volume 1, page 312.

And the same candid historian, describing the invasion
of the next year, says:

“ The slaves a second time flocked to the British army."—
Vul. 1, page 336,

And ot & still Jater day Mr. Justice Johnson, of the
Sapreme Court of the United States, and o citizen of
South Carolins, in his elaborate life of Gen. Greene,
speaking of negro slaves, makes the same admission.
He says:

“ DBut the number dispersed thromgh these [Seuthern]
States was very great; so great ar to render it ¥mpossible for-
the citizena to muster freemen enough to withstand the preseurs
of the Britieh arme.”"— Vol. 2, p. 4T2.

Surely, sir, this is enough, and more. Thus.from ap-
thentic documents we learn the small contributions of
men and the military weakness of the Southern States,
particularly of South Carolins, ns compared with the
Northern States; and from the very lips of South Caroli-
na, on four different eccasions, speaking by » committee,
by one of her Representatives in Congress, by her histo-
rian, and by sn eminent citizen, we have the confession
not only of weakness, but that this weakness was a
by slavery. And yet, in the face of this cumulative and
unimpenchable testimony, we are called to listen in the
American Senate to o high-Aying boast from a venerable
Senator that Amerioan independence was achieved by the
arms and tressure of * slaveholding communitieg ;"' an as-
sumption baseless as the fabric of a vision, in any way
it may bainterpreted ; whether as meaning boldly thatin-
dependence was achieved by those Southern States which
were the peculiar home of siavery, or that it was achigved
by any etrength or influence which came from that nox-
ious source. 8ir, I speak here for a Commonweslth of
just renown, but I speak also for & causs which is mors
than any Commonwealth, even that which I represent; .
snd 1 cannot allow the Benator, with his silver-white
locks, to discredit either. Not by slavery, but in spite of
it, was independence schieved. Not Secause, but notwith-
standing there were “slaveholding communities™ did
triumph descend upon our arms. It was the inspiration
of liberty universsl that conducted us throngh the red
sen of the Revolution, as it had already given to the De-
claration of Independence its mighty tone, resounding
through the ages. * Lot it ba remembered,” said the
nation, speaking by the voice of the Continental Congress
at the close of the war,  that it has ever been the pride
and boast of America that the rights for which she has
contended were THE RiGHTS OF BUMAN wirumm!" Yes,
sir, in this behalf, and by thia sign, we conquered.

Such, sir, is my answer on this head to the Senator
from South Carolina. - If the work which I undertook hag
been done thoroughly, he must npt blame me. Whatever
I undertake I am apt to do thoroughly. But, while thus
repelling the insinuations against AMassachusetts and the
assumptions for slavery, I would not unn ‘touch
the sensibilities of that Senator, or of the State which he ™
represents. t forget that amidst all diversities of
opinion we are hound together by the ties of a common
country ; that Massachusetts and South Carolina are sis-
ter States, and that the concord of sisters ought to pre-
vail between them ; but I am constrained to declare that ¥
have throughout this debate sought in vain any token of
that just spirit which, within the sphere of its influence,
is caleulated to promote the concord alike of States and

individuals,

And now, for the present, I part with the venerabla
Senator from South Oarolina, In pursuing his inconsis-
tencies, and in exposinf them to judgment, I had almoss
forgotten his associste leader in the wanton personal as-
sault to which I have been em?ed—l mean the veteran
Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Masox,) who is now directly
in my eye. With imperious look, and in the style of Sir-_
Forcible Feeble, that Senator has undertaken to esll in
question my statement that the fugitive siave bill denied
the writ of Aabeas corpus, and, in doing this, he has as-
sumed & supeMority for himself whioch, me to tell
him now in this presence, nothing in him can sanotion.
8ir, I claim little for myself; but I shrink in no respect

from any comparison with that Senator, | though
he be. Bitting near him, as had been m tune since E
have been on this floor, I have coms to w something

of his conversation, something of his manuners, something
of Lis attasinments, something of his abilities, something
of his charascter—aye, sir, and of Ais associu-
tions—and, while I would not undertake to e him
in any of these respects, yet I feel that I'do not exals
mysell unduly, that I do not elaim too much for the po-
sition which I hold or the name whicl' I have established,
when I openly declare that, a# n Senator of Massschu-
setts and as s man, I place myself at uaryrlnt in com~
parison with that honorable asssilant. And to his per-
;::npr.ury an;:::luu tha'!.[ the fugitive sluie bill does not
the Aa my assertion, as m
tory’u his owm itq:l‘;:: u{d there I lup::‘thl::

on.
i Mr. President, I weloome the sensibility which the Sen
ator from Virginis displays at the ex of ‘the fagi-
tive slave bill in its true character. Ha is the author of
that enormity. From his brain-oame forth the soulless .
monster. He is, therefore, its natural guardisn. The
Senator is, I believe, a lawyer. And now, since he has
shown & disposition to meet objections to that
he must not bnnp. with ﬁel:ti:j,mhn '{rouﬁddm ::;
nial of the habeas corpus, true, sir, ;u.g
slavery were in quua such moh&:ﬂon ':;’ld be 3
but it is not to be su that partisans of an in-
stitution founded on & denisl of hnman rights can
ciate the proper efficacy of that writ of freedom. Sir, [
challenge the Senator to defend bis progeny; not by as-
sertion, but by reason. Lethim rally all the ability, learn~
ing, and subtlety whioh he can command, and undertaks
the impossible work.

Let him answer this objection. The Constitution, by
an amendment which Bomuel Adams hailed as a protec-
tion sgainst the usurpations of the National Government,
and which Jefferson asserted was our *foundation cor-
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